
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
9 June 2011 
 
 
Dear Stakeholder  
 
Bus route 255 – further consultation on planned extension from 
Streatham Hill to Balham 
 
In summer 2009, Transport for London (TfL) consulted stakeholders and the 
local community about plans to extend bus route 255 from Streatham Hill to 
Balham. The route included Weir Road and Old Devonshire Road.  
 
Purpose of this consultation  
The 2009 consultation response was mainly positive, particularly regarding the 
benefits of a new bus service in the parts of the area furthest from existing 
routes. However some concerns were raised about traffic issues, noise, 
changes to parking and changes to highway infrastructure.  
 
Many of the local people who came to the consultation exhibitions at Weir 
Road Community Centre said that they would find it easier to use the bus than 
take a long walk to and from their home, especially if they were older and/or do 
not have a car. 
 
We would still like to introduce the extended bus service to improve public 
transport facilities in the area and meet local requests. The concerns raised in 
the consultation have been discussed with both Lambeth and Wandsworth 
Councils. Following this, TfL and Wandsworth Council have prepared changes 
to the design of traffic measures in Old Devonshire Road. No changes are 
considered necessary to the proposals elsewhere.  
 
We would now like to seek your feedback on the revised proposals for Old 
Devonshire Road.  
 
The case for the route extension 

• The 255 bus route extension would provide a new bus service for the 
Weir Road and Hyde Farm areas where there have been longstanding 
requests for better public transport 

• This would provide a 12-minute bus service throughout the day 
Mondays to Saturdays, every 20 minutes evenings and Sundays 

• The hours of operation would be from around 05:50 to 00:50 

Consultation and Engagement Centre 
Surface Transport Communications 
Transport for London 
 
11th Floor, Zone Y6, Palestra 
197 Blackfriars Road 
London SE1 8NJ 
 
STEngagement@tfl.gov.uk 



• Single-deck buses would be used 
• The roads used have been chosen to provide good accessibility, to be 

feasible in traffic terms and to give a reasonably direct journey to 
Balham or to Streatham Hill 

• Balham has been chosen as the terminus because it is a significant 
local centre. We expect many of the trips to be made to and from 
Balham, for the station and the shops 

• We estimate that there would be around 1200 new bus trips per day as 
a result of the route extension 

  
Revised traffic arrangements in Old Devonshire Road 
In our earlier public consultation many respondents supported the introduction 
of the extended service. However, some people did not support the 
introduction of a bus service to Old Devonshire Road. We were asked  to 
consider changing the road layout plan, which contained a bus stop, and 
changes to the entry treatment at the junction of Old Devonshire Road and 
Balham High Road on TfL’s road network. We were also asked to consider 
alternative routes to Old Devonshire Road. Working with Wandsworth Council 
we have revised the Old Devonshire Road layout plan to: 
 

• Ensure the ‘entry treatment’ at the junction of Old Devonshire Road and 
Balham High Road is kept 

• Relocate the planned Old Devonshire Road bus stop (Streatham 
direction) to smooth traffic flow into Old Devonshire Road by allowing 
the timber yard to still load/unload vehicles on the highway 

• Provide a new south side loading bay to replace the existing three car 
parking bay – to provide essential loading as requested in the previous 
consultation 

• Make parking available after 19:00 on the south side loading bay and 
after 17:30 on the yellow line 
 

These changes are outlined in the attached drawing. 
 
What alternative routes have you considered? 
We have considered possible alternative routes to Old Devonshire Road.  
 

• We considered whether the 255 could, after Weir Road run along 
Cavendish Road to Clapham South instead of along Old Devonshire 
Road to Balham. However, we consider that Balham will be a 
significantly more attractive destination for potential users. In addition 
diverting to Clapham South would further increase the cost of the 
extension. Taking these factors together and would mean that the 
extension would no longer be a cost effective use of TfL’s limited 
resources 

• We also considered whether the 255 could go along other local roads to 
reach Balham, including  Ormeley Road, Ravenswood Road and 
Dinsmore Road to get from Weir Road to Balham High Road. Old 
Devonshire Road is the most suitable considering car parking, road 



width and other local traffic conditions. It is also the most straightforward 
route for bus users to take 

 
Would buses stop on Old Devonshire Road? 
There would be one bus stop on Old Devonshire Road, which would serve 
people going towards Streatham. Passengers wishing to alight from buses 
travelling towards Balham could use the existing bus stop on Balham High 
Road. We are also taking into account local loading and parking needs by 
trying to accommodate the bus service with the minimum effect on existing 
facilities.  
 
What about the possible effects of traffic noise and vibration? 
TfL does not believe a bus service would contribute a significant amount of 
additional noise and vibration considering other traffic movements in this area. 
The bus service in London helps reduce reliance on cars and make public 
transport services available to all, in line with the Mayor of London’s Transport 
Strategy. TfL is reducing bus noise through engineering and design. 
 
Have your say 
Please let us know your views on our proposals by either completing the 
attached questionnaire and sending it to our freepost address or responding to 
the consultation online at consultations.tfl.gov.uk   
 
Please can we have your views on the proposals by Friday 15 July 2011. We 
will then consider the responses to consultation and publish our decision and 
our responses to comments. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Chris Hall 
Consultation and Engagement Centre 
Transport for London 
STEngagement@tfl.gov.uk 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Proposed 255 extention 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


